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TAKING THE WHOLE WORD 
TO THE WHOLE WORLD

J. VERNON MCGEE

We are not asked  
to live the  
Christian life  
on our own;  
it’s Christ who  
lives through us.

We simply can’t  
do it by ourselves.
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WHERE THE RUBBER 
MEETS THE ROAD

FRUITFUL LIVING: 
DISCOVER GOD’S PURPOSE FOR YOUR LIFE
By Dr. J. Vernon McGee

Believer, God has a specific purpose for your life. Not only did He 
choose you for this purpose, but He keeps you here in the world 
so you will accomplish it. It’s so important, He even makes it a 
condition for hearing and answering your prayers. What is your 
purpose? The Lord Jesus Himself reveals it, saying to His disciples at 
their last meal together, 

By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit; so you will be My 
disciples….You did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you that you 
should go and bear fruit, and that your fruit should remain, that whatever you ask 
the Father in My name He may give you. –John 15:8, 16

. . .continued on page 4

If you are a child of God, your purpose 
in this life is to bear fruit.

What is this fruit? What proof 
characterize the life of the follower of 
Jesus? God’s Word makes it as clear and 
easy as selecting a fruit tree out of a 
garden nursery catalog. But first, we need 
to understand that only the Holy Spirit 
can produce fruit. 

What Jesus wants most in the lives of 
His children is not just fruit, but “much 
fruit.” How is that fruit produced in our 
lives? Only by the Lord Jesus using the 
Holy Spirit who lives in us. 

The moment you trusted Jesus Christ for your salvation, you were 
indwelt by the Holy Spirit. 

But you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in 
you. Now if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he is not His.  
–Romans 8:9 (Also read Galatians 2:20.)

Think about that for a moment: God lives in you. So while your 
flesh may fail at times and you fall into sin, you can’t continue in that 
direction for too long because the Spirit in you is holy. The time will 
come when your new nature longs for His holiness to be manifested 
in your life, and you’ll turn from your sin. (See 1 Thessalonians 4:7, 8.) 

But Paul makes it clear even our new nature has no power to 
produce the fruit of the Spirit:

For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh) nothing good dwells; for to will is 
present with me, but how to perform what is good I do not find. –Romans 7:18

MORE FROM DR. MCGEE 
ON FRUIT-BEARING  

•  BOOK: Through His Spirit,  
Chapter 12 – Available at  
Amazon.com, Christianbook.com, 
and other online book outlets.

•  AUDIO MESSAGE: "Fruit, More Fruit, 
Much Fruit" – Available in the 
archive at TTB.org/sermons

https://www.amazon.com/Through-His-Spirit-Person-Unique/dp/0785262946/ref=sr_1_49?keywords=j+vernon+mcgee&qid=1558372390&s=gateway&sr=8-49
https://www.christianbook.com/through-spirit-person-unique-holy-ebook/j-mcgee/9781418536350/pd/6088EB?event=ESRCN
https://www.oneplace.com/ministries/thru-the-bible-sunday-sermon/listen/fruit-more-fruit-much-fruit-667633.html?ref=sc
https://www.oneplace.com/ministries/thru-the-bible-sunday-sermon/listen/fruit-more-fruit-much-fruit-667633.html?ref=sc
https://www.oneplace.com/ministries/thru-the-bible-sunday-sermon/listen/fruit-more-fruit-much-fruit-667633.html?ref=sc
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MY TURN
WHEN YOU GROW CLOSER TO GOD

Here’s how you can recognize that God is bearing fruit in your life: 

 
LOVE

 Unconditionally wanting the very best for someone;  
  most clearly seen when I sacrifice for them. (John 15:13)

 
JOY 

The deep satisfaction that comes when I embrace God’s will  
  and sovereignty. (Romans 5:2)  

 
PEACE

 An inner rest and quietness, even in adverse circumstances;  

 
 God-given peace can’t be explained. (Philippians 4:7)

 
PATIENCE 

Taking a long-minded view of circumstances;  
  being able to rest even in challenges. (Romans 5:3-5)

 
KINDNESS

 A consistent compassion and helpfulness compelled by  
  my growing grasp of God’s love. (Colossians 3:12)

 
GOODNESS

 A deliberate, firm preference of right over wrong;  
  a resistance to anything not morally true. (2 Thessalonians 1:11)

 FAITHFULNESS
 Reliable in my commitments; being a careful steward of  

  what has been entrusted to me. (2 Timothy 2:2) 

 
GENTLENESS 

Not needing to force my way in life; humble submission  
  to God and others. (1 Peter 3:15)

 SELF-CONTROL
 Able to marshal and direct my energies wisely in physical, emotional,  

  and mental areas. (1 Corinthians 9:24-27)

"Fruitful Living" continued ...
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DOWNLOAD  
“FRUITFUL LIVING:  
DISCOVER GOD'S PURPOSE 
FOR YOUR LIFE”  
AT TTB.ORG/BOOKLETS

In fact, it’s only in the power of the Holy Spirit that we’re able to 
live for God at all—“I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not 
fulfill the lust of the flesh” (Galatians 5:16). We are not asked to live the 
Christian life on our own; it’s Christ who lives through us. We simply 
can’t do it by ourselves.

In case you’re 
wondering, the Law can’t 
produce this fruit, either. 
It was given to hold the 
flesh in check: “But if you 
are led by the Spirit, you 
are not under the law” 
(Galatians 5:18). 

The fruit of the Spirit is 
entirely different from the 
works of the Law:

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law.  
–Galatians 5:22, 23

That is certainly a lovely list. But not a single one can you produce 
on your own. We are totally incapable—this fruit can be produced 
only by the Holy Spirit.

The fruit of God’s Spirit is reflected not in what you do, but rather in 
who you are becoming as you grow closer to Him (Galatians 5:22, 23).

http://www.TTB.org/booklets
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ONE REGION ONE REQUEST

We praise God that in a region dominated by China, the Word of God goes out 
and produces fruit in the most unlikely places. Let’s hear from those on the 
ground in Northeast Asia about how God is at work and how specifically to pray. 

About Thru the Bible’s Mandarin program:

We thank God that despite the local situation(s), the local church 
is able to grow steadily. Our contacts enjoyed and felt helped by 
Mandarin-TTB, especially in areas where resources are not readily 
available to them. 

Please pray that God will use Thru the Bible to help the local 
believers have a deeper understanding of God and that their faith will 
be strengthened so they are able to face the trials of life. Please pray 
also for our producer, Stephen Feng, and his wife that God continues 
to uphold their health. May this precious couple continue to impact 
those around them with their life and enthusiasm to serve God.

Northeast Asia
About Thru the Bible’s Cantonese program:

The Word of God does not return void, but accomplishes the purpose 
that pleases Him and the things which He sent it for. It is a great joy 
to hear from our listeners how God's Word and Cantonese-TTB have 
helped them. I remember a particular listener who listened faithfully 
to Cantonese-TTB and clung to the Word of God when he faced the 
trial of losing his job and, at the same time, his child was sick and 
needed long-term medical care. We interacted with him, prayed 
for him, and saw how he turned from despair to having the faith 
to trust God. It took him a few months to establish his condition, 
nonetheless he rose as a faith-filled husband and father to his wife 
and child. How faithful is our God!

Please pray with us that God will continue to use  
Hong Kong to reach the world for Christ! 

OUR UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY HERE: 
Praise the Lord that Thru the Bible is heard again in Japan, 
within reach of one of the largest unreached people groups.  
Pray for creative opportunities to reach both urban China and 
people in the isolated countryside of Northeast Asia. 

Cantonese, 1988 | Japanese, 1979 | Korean, 1988 |  Mandarin, 1977 | Mongolian, 2011
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PRAYING EPHESIANS 3 IN WESTERN SAHARA
With more than 90% of people 
considered unreached with the 
gospel, the people of Western 
Sahara need our prayers.

Welcome to World Prayer Today 
where we are asking God to 
intervene in this country that 
has been subject to dispute and 
conflict for decades. Pray for 
open doors for more Christian 
broadcasters and missionaries 
to share the name of Jesus with 
those who have never heard  
of Him. 

This is an example of the email our World Prayer Team receives every weekday. 
Together, we are traveling the world on our knees, interceding for one country at 
a time. We invite you to join us in covering the entire earth with prayer every year. 

GO TO TTB.ORG/PRAY TO SIGN UP.

TTB.ORG/PRAY

While this may seem like a bold 
and unrealistic prayer, we trust 
in God’s Word that tells us in 
Ephesians 3:20-21:

“Now to Him who is able to 
do exceedingly abundantly 
above all that we ask or think, 
according to the power that 
works in us, to Him be glory in 
the church by Christ Jesus to  
all generations, forever and  
ever. Amen.”
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Get all the info and place your order at TTB.org/shop

King James 
Version Giant  
Print Bible 
$39 each

• Dr. McGee’s notes & outlines  
for each book of the Bible

• Words of Jesus in red letters 
• Black bonded leather cover
• 6 1/2” x 9 1/2” size
• Large 14pt. type

http://www.TTB.org/pray
http://www.TTB.org/pray
http://www.TTB.org/shop
https://store.ttb.org/p-719-giant-print-kjv-bible.aspx
https://store.ttb.org/p-719-giant-print-kjv-bible.aspx
https://store.ttb.org/p-719-giant-print-kjv-bible.aspx
https://store.ttb.org/p-719-giant-print-kjv-bible.aspx
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WHY STUDY 1 & 2 THESSALONIANS?
Join in the study of 1 & 2 Thessalonians on the Thru the Bible program  
JUNE 3-28 or anytime online, by podcast, or by mobile app.

When the new church gathering in Thessalonica around  

50 a.d. read the letters Paul wrote them, they had only followed Jesus 

Christ as Savior for about a month. The first letter comforted them with 

solid teaching about Jesus’ return. The second letter told them about 

when they would return with Jesus to establish His reign on earth. 

Why did they need instruction about prophecy? Because they were 

suffering—persecuted for their new faith. They needed confidence in 

what God promised was to come. We need the same today.

JUNE 2019 | 11TTB.org/1Thessalonians | TTB.org/2Thessalonians

“A lot of people today are curious about prophecy and want to argue about it. But 1 John 3:3 
tells us that the hope of Jesus’ return should have a purifying effect in our lives. It doesn’t 
matter how enthusiastic and excited you get about the Rapture of the church; how are 
you living? Does this hope get right down to where you are living and change your life?”  
–Dr. J. Vernon McGee, from our study in 1 Thessalonians

Jesus is coming back. What should we do in the meantime? 
• Don’t let the world’s hardships distract you from God’s great future. 
• As we wait for Jesus’ return, let’s stay busy getting His Word to the world. 
• We’re living in the “for sure, but not yet” (1 Thessalonians 4:16, 17).

1 Thessalonians: For the Lord Himself will 
descend from heaven with a shout, with the 
voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet 
of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 
Then we who are alive and remain shall be 
caught up together with them in the clouds 
to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall 
always be with the Lord. (4:16, 17)

2 Thessalonians: … Concerning the coming 
of our Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering 
together to Him, we ask you, not to be soon 
shaken in mind or troubled, either by spirit 
or by word or by letter, as if from us, as 
though the day of Christ had come. (2:1, 2)
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TTBinmylanguage.com

1 THESSALONIANS EMPHASIZES us being caught up to meet the Lord in the air at  
the Rapture when Jesus Christ takes His church out of the world. 

 2 THESSALONIANS FOCUSES on the coming of Jesus Christ to the earth to establish  
His Kingdom. 

The Word of God taught in over 100 languages.

Who could you share this treasure with? 

http://www.TTB.org/1Thessalonians
http://www.TTB.org/2Thessalonians
http://www.ttb.org/listen
http://www.TTB.org/1Thessalonians
http://www.TTB.org/2Thessalonians
http://www.TTBinmylanguage.com
http://www.TTBinmylanguage.com


I Heard it on THE BIBLE BUS

From Robbie  IN CHICAGO, IL  |  LISTENING ON WYLL, 1660 am 

An email from Rei 

I want to say thank you. The incredible global outreach efforts I read about on your website and 
newsletter encourage and inspire me. 

Sometimes it seems the world is so dark and that no one is still reaching for the precious people in 
it who have never heard the gospel or who struggle with adversity. Your ministry gives me hope, 
proving there are hungry people out there and those working to meet that need. It also gives me 
strength and courage to do my part. 

God has long guided me toward foreign ministry and has blessed me with an aptitude for learning 
languages. After college, I sought God for direction, and He led me to you to strengthen my heart. 
As if that weren't enough, through [TTBinmylanguage.com] I have access to Russian and Japanese 
sermon audio and notes. I really cannot express how much that means to me. It not only helps my 
language skills, but it also stirs a fire in my heart for the countries, the people, and global missions. 
Thank you for all you do for Christ, for His kingdom, and for the world. 

I pray that God will open up doors in every direction you turn, that He will remove every 
hindrance, and that He will send you every resource you need to fulfill His calling for you.

Did I hear that right? Did Dr. McGee 
tell us Jesus is coming back for His 
church … and in a twinkling of an 
eye? Don’t blink, y’all. He’s coming 
back! I’ve been going to church my 
whole life—why is this the first time 
I’m hearing about this good news? 
Thanks, Bible Bus! I’ll be listening 
until we hear the trumpet.

All Scripture is from the New King James Version unless otherwise noted.
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